Linsdioterij Laval, Valle

Is partly due the early priority which the
Hollanders won over the English in the
days of the struggle for the Indian trade
which began so soon after Linschoten's return
to Europe.

Linschoten, as has been made clear, was not a
great traveller, as far as the actual extent of the
ground he covered is concerned. It has been
shown that he did not venture beyond the Por-
tuguese settlements. His book is, however, full of
valuable remarks on almost all the countries
comprised in the Portuguese sphere of influ-
ence, extending from Cambay on the one side
to Singapore, China, and Japan on the other.
Linschoten's information on these places does
not of course possess the value of first-hand
evidence, though his authority was doubtless
good in the main. A few remarks which were
probably based on personal observation
call for attention. They relate to the Mala-
bar coast, parts of which there is no doubt he
visited.

Linschoten tells us, as we knew already from
the narratives of Conti, Abd-er-Razzak, and
other early travellers, that Calicut was formerly
the most famous town in all Malabar, and, he
even adds, in all India; and then proceeds to
tell us of the degeneration into which it had
fallen. " It was the chief towne," he says, " of
Malabar where the Samoriin, which is the
Emperor, holdeth his Court, but because the
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